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5. Imperatores ambo comites et militares numeros inter se partiuntur; et paullo post alter Medio​lani, alter Constantinopoli I. consulatum ineunt. Alamanni Gallias vastant; Procopius in Oriente res novas molitur.

1. Acta igitur tranquillius hieme, concordissimi principes, unus nuncupatione praelatus, alter honori spccie tenus adiunctus, pcrcursis Thraciis Naessum advenerunt, ubi in suburbano, quod appellatum Mediana, a civitate tertio lapide disparatur, quasi mox separandi, partiti sunt comites. 2. Et Valen​tiniano quidem, cuius arbitrio res gerebatur, Iovinus evenit dudum promotus a Iuliano, per Gallias magis​ter armorum, et Dagalaifus, quem militiae rectorem provexerat Iovianus: in Orientem vero secuturus Valentem, ordinatus est Victor, ipse quoque iudicio principis ante dicti provectus, cui iunctus est Arin​theus. Lupicinus enim pridem a Ioviano pari modo promotus, magister equitum partes tuebatur eoas. 3. Tunc et Aequitius Illyriciano praeponitur exercitui, nondum magister, sed comes, et Serenianus, olim sacramento digressus, recinctus est, ut Pan​nonius, sociatusque Valenti, domesticorum praefuit scholae. Quibus ita digestis et militares partiti sunt numeri.

4. Et post haec cum ambo fratres Sirmium introissent, diviso palatio, ut potiori placuerat, Valentinianus Mediolanum, Constantinopolim Valens discessit. 5. Et Orientem quidem regebat potestate praefecti Salutius, Italiam vero, cum Africa et Illyrico, Mamertinus*, et Gallicas provincias Ger​manianus**. 6. Agentes igitur in memoratis urbibus principes, sumpsere primitus trabeas consulares, omnisque hic annus dispendiis gravibus rem Roma​nam afflixit. 7. Alamanni enim perrupere Ger​maniae limites, hac ex causa Bolito infestius moti. Cum legatis eorum, missis ad comitatum, certa et praestituta ex more munera praeberi deberent, minora et vilia sunt attributa, quae illi suscepta, furenter agentes ut indignissima proiecere. Trae​tatique asperins ab Ursatio, tunc magistro officio​rum, iracundo quodam et saevo, regressi factumque exaggerentes, ut contumeliose despectas gentes immanissimas concitarunt.

8. Et circa id tempus, aut non multo posterius, in Oriente Procopius in res surrexerat novas, quae prope Kalendas Novembris, venturo Valentiniano Parisios uno eo emque nuntiata sunt die.

9. Et Alamannis quidem occursurum Dagalaifum pergere mature praecepit, qui vastitatis propin​quioribus locis, longius discesserant incruenti. Super appetitu vero Procopi, antequam adulesceret, reprimendo, curis diducebatur ambiguis, ea potis​simum ratione sollictus, quod ignorabat utrum Valente superstite, an exstincto, memoratus imperium affectarat. 10. Aequitius enim relatione Antoni tribuni accepta, agentis in Dacia mediterranea militem, qui nihil praeter negotium ipsum auditum obscure significabat, ipse quoque nondum liquida fide comperta, simplicibus verbis principem gestorum conscium fecit. 11. His cognitis Valentinianus eodem Aequitio aucto magisterii dignitate, re​pedare ad Illyricum destinabat, ne persultatis 

* Praetorianerpraefekt in Italien, Afrika und Illyricum

** Praetorianerpraefekt des Westens

Thraciis perduellis iam formidatus, invaderet hostili excursu Pannonias. Documento enim recenti im​pendio terrebatur, reputans paulo antea Iulianum, contempto imperatore, bellorum civilium ubique victore, nec speratum ante nec exspectatum ab urbe in urbem incredibili velocitate transisse. 12. Verum ardens ad redeundum, eius impetus molliebatur consiliis proximorum suadentium et orantium, ne interneciva minantibus barbaris exponeret Gallias, neve hac causatione provincias desereret, egentes adminiculis magnis, eisque legationes urbium accessere nobilium, precantes ne in rebus duris et dubiis, inpropugnatas eas relin​queret, quas praesens eripere poterit discriminibus maximis, metu ambitiosi nominis sui Germanis in​cusso. 13. Tandem denique utilitate rei perpensius excogitata, in multorum sententias flexus, replicabat aliquotiens, hostem suum fratrisque solius esse Procopium, Alamannos vero totius orbis Romani; statuitque nusquam interim extra confinia moveri Gallorum. 14. Et ad usque Remos progressus, sollicitusque super Africa ne repente perrumperetur, Neoterium, postea consulem, tunc notarium ad eandem tuendam ire disposuit, et Masaucionem domesticum protectorem, ea consideratione, quod ibi sub patre Cretione quondam comite educatus, suspecta noverat loca, hisque scutarium adiunxit Gaudentium, olim sibi cognitum et fidelem. 15. Quia igitur uno eodemque tempore, utrubique turbines exarsere maestissimi, competenti loco singula digeremus, nunc partem in Oriente gestorum, deinde bella barbarica narraturi, quoniam pleraque et in occidentali et in eo orbe eisdem mensibus sunt actitata, ne dum ex loco subinde saltuatim redire festinamus in locum, omnia confundentes, squalidi​tate maxima rerum ordines implicemus.

5. The two emperors share the generals and the army between them, and shortly afterward, the one at Mediolanum and the other at Constantinople, enter on their first consulship. The Alamanni devastate Gaul; Procopius attempts a revolution in the Orient.

1. So, then, the emperors spent the winter quietly in perfect harmony, the one eminent through the choice that had fallen upon him, the other joined with him in the office, but only in appearance. After hastening through Thrace, they came to Naessus, where in a suburb called Mediana, distant three miles from the city, they shared the generals between them in view of their coming separation. 2. To Valentinian, in accordance with whose wish the matter was settled, fell Jovinus, who had previously been promoted by Julian to be commander of the cavalry in Gaul, and Dagalaifus, whom Jovian had raised to the same rank. But it was arranged that Victor who had also been pro​moted by the decision of the aforesaid emperor, should follow Valens to the Orient, and with him Arintheus was associated. For Lupicinus, who also had formerly been made commander of the cavalry by Jovian, was already in charge of the eastern provinces. 3. At the same time Aequitius, who was not yet a commander-in-chief, but only a count, was put in charge of the army in Illyricum, and Serenianus, who some time before had been retired from service, being a Pannonian girded on his sword and was joined with Valens in command of a part of the bodyguard. After matters had been thus arranged, the troops also were divided between the two emperors.

4. And when after this the two brothers had entered Sirmium, after sharing the places of re​sidence according to the wishes of the superior, Valentinian went off to Mediolanum, Valens to Constantinople. 5. The Orient was governed by Salutius with the rank of prefect, Italy with Africa and Illyricum by Mamertinus, and the Gallic pro​vinces by Germanianus. 6. Living therefore in the cities named, the emperors for the first time assumed the consular robes; and this whole year brought heavy losses to the Roman state. 7. For the Alamanni broke through the frontiers of Germany, being un​usually hostile for the following reason: when their envoys had been sent to the headquarters, in order as usual to receive the regular appointed gifts, ​smaller and cheaper ones were given them, which they received with indignation and threw away as unworthy of them. And being roughly treated by Ursatius, who was then court-marshal, a hot​ tempered and cruel man, they returned home, and exaggerating what had happened, aroused the savage peoples, on the ground that they had been grievously insulted.

8. And ab out that time, or not much later, in the Orient Procopius had started a revolution. This and the Alamannic revolt were reported to Valentinian on one and the same day about the first of November as he was on his way to Paris.

9. Then Valentinian ordered Dagalaifus to go in haste to meet the Alamanni, who after devastating places near the frontier had withdrawn to a distance without the loss of a man. But as to checking the attempt of Procopius before it became ripe, he was distracted by doubt and anxiety, being especially troubled because he did not know whether Valens was alive or whether his death had led Procopius to aspire to the throne. 10. For Aequitius knew of the matter only from the report of the tribune Antonius, who commanded the soldiers in central Dacia and gave a vague account of the affair from that which he himself had heard; and Aequitius himself had not yet heard anything trustworthy, and so merely reported the circumstance to the emperor in simple words. 11. Upon hearing the news, Valentinian, after raising the said Aequitius to the rank of a commander-in​-chief decided to go back to Illyricum, lest the rebel after rushing through Thrace and being already formidable should invade Pannonia with a hostile army. For he was greatly alarmed by a recent example, recalling that Julian a short time before, making light of an emperor who had been victor in all civil wars, contrary to all hope and expectation had passed with incredible speed from city to city. 12. But his eager longing to return was modified by the advice of his confidential friends, who advised, nay begged him, not to give up Gaul to the savages who threatened destruction, and not under that pretext to abandon provinces which needed strong support. These were supported by deputations from famous cities, who begged that he should not leave unpro​tected in such hard and doubtful times cities which by his presence he could save from the greatest dangers, since the glory of his name would strike fear into the Germans. 13. At last, after giving careful thought to what was expedient, he followed the view of the majority, often repeating that Procopius was only his own and his brother’s enemy, but the Alamanni were enemies of the whole Roman world; and so he resolved for the present nowhere to leave the boundaries of Gaul. 14. And having returned as far as Rheims, and feeling anxious about Africa, for fear that it might suddenly be invaded, he decided that Neoterius, afterwards consul but at that time a secretary, should go to protect that province, and also Masaucio, an officer of the household troops, bearing in mind that, having had long training there under his father, the former Count Cretio, he knew all the suspected places; and he joined with them Gaudentius, an officer of the targeteers, a loyal man who long had been known to him.

15. Because, then, at one and the same time lamentable storms arose on both sides, we shall set down the single events in their proper place, first giving an account of a part of what took place in the Orient, then of the wars with the savages: since most of the events both in the west and in the east took place in the same months; for I fear that by hasten​ing to return from one place to another by leaps and bounds we might confuse everything and involve the course of events in the deepest darkness.
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